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The  Lincoln  Centenary. 


On  February  12,  1909,  the  American  people  will  cele- 
brate the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  It  is  fitting  that  the  schools  of  Indiana 
should  take  part  in  this  notable  celebration.  Lincoln 
grew  to  manhood  in  Indiana.  He  now  stands  out  as  the 
greatest  American  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Americans 
of  all  sections,  classes  and  parties  delight  to  do  him  honor. 
It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  the  people  of  In- 
diana, from  river  to  lake,  unite  with  one  accord  in  com- 
memoration of  this  natal  day,  the  ' '  New  birth  of  our  new 
soil,  the  first  American"  (Lowell). 

The  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  schools  should  be  ready 
to  give  their  time  and  services  in  promoting  suitable  cele- 
brations in  their  respective  communities. 

In  this  bulletin  is  offered  a  program  for  a  "Lincoln 
Day"  celebration,  together  with  a  brief  outline  for  pre- 
liminary study  of  the  life  and  times  of  Lincoln.  This  is 
intended  merely  to  suggest  topics  for  class  study  and  pub- 
lic exercises.  It  would  be  well  for  the  school  classes  in 
history  to  give  special  attention  to  the  life  and  sayings  of 
Lincoln  for  several  weeks  before  the  time  for  the  formal 
public  celebration. 

It  is  realized  that  in  many  of  the  schools,  especially  in 
the  rural  districts,  books  on  Lincoln  will  not  be  readily 
available.  To  meet  the  needs  of  such  schools,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  this  celebration,  Professor  Samuel  B.  Harding  of 
Indiana  University  has  prepared,  at  the  request  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  a  little  volume 
entitled  "Lincoln  Selections,"  which  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Committee,  118  Ameri- 
can Central  Life  Building,  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  It  con- 
tains the  first  Lincoln-Douglas  debate,  Lincoln 's  first  and 
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second  inaugurals,  and  the  Gettysburg  address,  each  pre- 
ceded by  an  appropriate  introduction.  Lowell's  noble 
tribute  to  Lincoln  in  his  "Commemoration  Ode"  is  also 
included,  and  the  whole  is  preceded  by  an  appropriate 
foreword  setting  forth  Lincoln's  true  greatness,  as  the 
embodiment  of  all  that  is  best  in  modern  democracy.  The 
price  of  the  booklet  is  fifteen  cents  per  copy,  post  free. 
Ten  or  more  copies  will  be  sent  to  one  address  for  twelve 
cents  each;  twenty-five  copies  or  more  to  one  address  at 
the  rate  of  ten  cents  each.  Another  excellent  little  com- 
pilation, differing  somewhat  in  its  scope  from  the  pre- 
ceding, is  that  prepared  some  years  ago  by  Professor 
Bliss  Perry,  of  Harvard  University,  and  entitled  "Little 
Masterpieces  from  Lincoln. ' '  This  may  be  obtained  from 
Doubleday,  Page  &  Company,  New  York  City. 

The  following  is  suggested  as  a  fitting  program  for 
school  exercises : 

LINCOLN  CENTENNIAL  PROGRAM. 

1809 Fkiday,  Februaby  12 1909 

1.  Opening  Song — "America" By  the  School 

2.  Composition — "Lincoln's  Boyhood." 

3.  Composition — "Origin  and  Setting  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas 

Debates." 

4.  Declamation — Selections  from  the  First  Lincoln-Douglas 

Debate — 

a.  Douglas's  Opening  Speech (Selections) 

b.  Lincoln's  Reply (Selections) 

5.  Song — "The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic" By  the  School 

6.  Composition — "Election  of  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency." 

7.  Declamation — "Lincoln's  First  Inaugural" (Selections) 

8.  Song — "Marching  Through  Georgia" By  the  School 

9.  Recitation — "The  Gettysburg  Address" By  the  School 

10.  Declamation — "Lincoln's  Second  Inaugural" (Selections) 

11.  Recitation — Lowell's  "Commemoration  Ode" (Selections) 

12.  Song — Selected By  the  School 

The  value  of  such  a  program  as  the  foregoing  will  be 
much  increased  if  it  is  preceded  by  a  study  of  Lincoln's 
character  and  life  in  the  history  classes  of  the  schools. 
In  the  eighth  grade  especially  the  study  for  a  week  or 


two  preceding-  the  celebration  of  one  of  the  two  volumes 
of  selection  mentioned  above  would  be  most  helpful.  It 
would  put  the  pupils  in  the  proper  frame  of  mind  for 
such  a  celebration  by  giving  them  the  necessary  back- 
ground of  information  about  Lincoln ;  and  at  the  same 
time  it  would  greatly  strengthen  the  history  work  in  the 
period  of  the  civil  war. 

DEBATES  IN  HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

In  the  American  history  classes  in  the  high  schools  still 
more  could  be  accomplished,  and  this  might  profitably  be 
correlated  with  the  work  in  debating,  where  such  work  is 
given.  For  the  use  especially  of  high  school  pupils  and 
of  teachers  the  following  list  of  topics  and  suggestions 
has  been  prepared  by  Professor  James  A.  Woodburn,  of 
Indiana  University : 

OUTLINE  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  LINCOLN. 

TOPICS    FOR   SCHOOL  EXERCISES. 

1.  The  birth  and  early  life  of  Lincoln. 

2.  Lincoln's  struggles  in  early  manhood. 

3.  Lincoln's  term  in  Congress.     Speech  on  "The  Whigs  and  the 

Mexican  War,"  July  27,  1848. 

4.  Lincoln  on  Slave  Labor  and  Free,  July  1,  1854. 

"There  is  no  permanent  class  of  hired  laborers  amongst 
us.     Twenty-five  years  ago  I  was  a  hired  laborer." — Lincoln. 

5.  Lincoln  on  the  Dred  Scott  Decision,  June  26,  1857. 

He  describes  the  sad  condition  of  the  negro  slave:  "One 
after  another  they  have  closed  the  heavy  iron  doors  upon 
him ;  and  now  they  have  him,  as  it  were,  bolted  in  with  a 
lock  of  a  hundred  keys,  which  cannot  be  unlocked  without 
the  concurrence  of  every  key;  the  keys  in  the  hands  of  a 
hundred  different  men  and  they  scattered  to  a  hundred  differ- 
ent and  distant  places." 

He  gives  his  construction  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, once  "held  sacred  by  all ;  but  now,  to  aid  in  making  the 
bondage  of  the  negro  universal  and  eternal,  it  is  assailed  and 
sneered  at,  and  hawked  at  and  torn  till,  if  its  framers  could 
rise  from  their  graves,  they  could  not  at  all  recognize  it." 
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6.  Lincoln's  Speech  on  accepting  the  Nomination  for  the  United 

States  Senator  ship,  June  16,  1858.  One  of  the  most 
notable  and  important  speeches  in  the  history  of  Ameri- 
can politics. 

"A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand." 
"The  Union  cannot  endure  permanently  half   slave  and 
half  free." 

7.  Lincoln's  famous  debate  with  Douglas,  1858. 

a.  Sketch  and  character  of  the  debaters. 

b.  The  occasion  of  the  debate;    the  political  situation  of  the 

country. 

c.  The  character  of  the  audiences. 

d.  The  form  of  the  debate;    the  leading  questions  raised  by 

the  .debaters. 

e.  Lincoln's  famous  question  at  Freeport,  which  brought  from 

Douglas  what  is  known  as  the  Freeport  Doctrine,  or 
the  doctrine  of  unfriendly  legislation.  This  position  of 
Douglas  cost  him  the  support  of  the  southern  demo- 
crats and  lost  him  the  presidency. 

f.  The  result  and  significance  of  the  debate. 

8.  Lincoln's  address  at  Cooper  Institute,  February  27,  1860. 

"Neither  let  us  be  slandered  from  our  duty  by  false  ac- 
cusations against  us,  nor  frightened  from  it  by  menaces  of 
destruction  to  the  government,  nor  of  dungeons  to  ourselves. 
Let  us  have  faith  that  right  makes  might,  and  in  that  faith 
let  us  to  the  end  dare  to  do  our  duty  as  we  understand  it." 

9.  The  nomination  and  election  of  Lincoln  to  the  presidency, 

1860.     The  "Rail  Splitter's  Convention." 

10.  The  result  of  the  election — "The  Union  is  dissolved." 

11.  The  progress  of  secession  and  the  formation  of  the  Southern 

Confederacy. 

12.  The  attitude  of  Lincoln  on  the  Crittenden  Compromise  and 

the  proposals  for  conciliation,  November,  1860-March,  1861. 

13.  Lincoln's  first  inaugural  address. 
Bring  out  his  attitude  toward 

a.  Secession  and  the  South. 

b.  Southern  slavery. 

c.  Distinguish   between   Lincoln's   position   and   that   of   the 

Abolitionists. 

14.  The  firing  on  Fort  Sumter.     The  call  for  troops. 

15.  Lincoln's  measures  for  saving  the  Union  between  April   15 

and  July  4,  1861. 

16.  Lincolu's  Special  message  to  Congress,  July  4,  1861. 

"The  Union  is  older  than  the  States." 


17.  Lincoln's  attitude  toward  slavery  in  the  war. 

a.  His  border  state  policy.     He  overrules  General  Fremont 

in  Missouri,  August,  1861,  and  General  Hunter  in  the 
Department  of  the  South,  May  9,  1S62,  who  had  at- 
tempted military  emancipation.  Lincoln's  reasons  for 
this  conservative  policy. 

b.  His  efforts  for  compensated  emancipation. 

"Two-legged  property  is  depreciating."     "Bonds  are 
a  better  investment  than  bondsmen." 

c.  He  turns   toward   military   emancipation.      His   first   an- 

nouncement of  this  policy  to  his  cabinet.  Secretary 
Seward's  reason  for  withholding  the  announcement 
from  the  public.  Depression  of  the  country  in  the 
summer  of  1S62.     Lincoln  waits  for  a  victory. 

d.  Greeley's  "Prayer  of  twenty  millions,"  urging  Lincoln  to- 

ward an  anti-slavery  policy. 

e.  Lincoln's    famous    letter    to    Greeley    defining    his   policy. 

This  is  a   Lincoln  classic  and  is  deserving  of  special 

study : 

"My  paramount  object  in  this  struggle  is  to  save  the 
Union,  and  is  not  either  to  save  or  to  destroy  slavery.  If 
I  could  save  the  Union  without  freeing  any  slave  I  would 
do  it;  and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing  all  the  slaves,  I 
would  do  it;  and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing  some  and 
leaving  others  in  bondage,  I  would  also  do  that." 

f.  The  Emancipation  Proclamation,   following  the  battle  of 

Antietam. 

g.  Lincoln  and  the  employment  of  negro  troops. 

18.  Lincoln's  attitude  toward  the  constitution  in  the  war. 

a.  The  suspension  of  habeas  corpus. 

b.  Arbitrary  arrests.     Read  Lincoln's  letter  to  Erastus  Corn- 

ing and  others,  June  12,  1863. 

"Must  I  shoot  a  simple-minded  soldier  boy  who  deserts, 
while  I  must  not  touch  a  hair  of  the  wily  agitator  who 
induces  him  to  desert?" 

19.  Lincoln's  attitude  toward  tbe  soldiers  in  the  war. 

a.  His  search  for  a  General. 

Lincoln  and  McClellan. 
Lincoln  and  Hooker. 
Lincoln  and  Burnside. 
Lincoln  and  Grant. 

b.  "The  Sleeping  Sentinel,"  a  declamation. 

c.  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  address.     Let  every  school  child  in 

Indiana  commit  this  address  and  repeat  it  in  concert 
as  they  stand  to  be  dismissed  on  the  eve  of  Lincoln's 
birthday,  February  11,  1909.  At  the  same  hour  let  us 
have  a  concert  recitation  from  school  children. 
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d.  Lincoln's  letter  to  Mrs.  Bixby,  November  21,  1864. 

"The  mother  of  five  sons  who  have  died  gloriously  on 
the  field  of  battle  *  *  *  laying  so  costly  a  sacrifice 
upon  the  altar  of  freedom." 

e.  Lincoln's  speech  to  the  166th  Ohio  regiment,  August  22, 

1864. 

"The  nation  is  worth  fighting  for.  The  struggle  is 
maintained  that  we  may  not  lose  our  birthright." 

20.  Lincoln's  second  inaugural  address,  March  4,  1865.     This  is 

another  noble  message  of  Lincoln  to  his  countrymen,  and 
it  is  worthy  of  being  committed  to  memory  by  the  pupils. 
"With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all ;  with 
firmness  in  the  right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us 
strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in;  to  bind  up  the  na- 
tion's wounds;  to  care  for  him  who  shall  have  borne  the 
battle,  and  for  his  widow  and  his  orphan — to  do  all  which 
may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among  our- 
selves and  with  all  nations." 

21.  Lincoln's  death  and  burial. 

22.  His  character  and  services  to  his  country.     Tributes  from 

literature. 

REFERENCES. 
Books  and  articles  on  Lincoln  are  almost  innumerable. 
A  few  standard  works  may  be  mentioned : 
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Tarbell,  Ida,  "Life  of  Lincoln"  (4  vols.). 

Arnold,  Isaac,  "Life  of  Lincoln"  (1  vol.). 

Morse,  J.  T.,  "Life  of  Lincoln"  (2  vols.). 

Herndon  and  Weik,  "Life  of  Lincoln"  (2  vols.). 

Oberholtzer,  E.  P.,  "Life  of  Lincoln"  (1  vol.). 

Barrett,  J.  H.,  "Life  of  Lincoln"  (1  vol.). 

Brooks,   Noah,   "Abraham   Lincoln ;"   a  Biography  for  Young 
People. 

Chittenden,  L.  E.,  "Recollections  of  President  Lincoln  and  His 
Administration." 

Carpenter,  P.  B.,  "The  Inner  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln." 

Gallaher,  J.  E.,  "Best  Lincoln  Stories  Tersely  Told." 

Hubbard,  E.,  "Abraham  Lincoln,"  in  "Little  Journeys  to  the 
Homes  of  American  Statesmen." 

Lamon,  W.  H.,  "Recollections  of  Abraham  Lincoln." 

Lodge,  H.  C,  "Abraham  Lincoln,"  in  "Hero  Tales  from  Ameri- 
can History." 

Moores,  Charles  W.,  "The  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  Boys 
and  Girls." 

Stoddard,  W.  O.,  "Inside  of  the  White  House  in  War  Times." 


ADDRESSES,  POEMS,  MAGAZINE  ARTICLES. 

Emerson,  Ralph  Waldo,  'Abraham  Lincoln,"  an  address. 

Schurz,  Carl,  "Abraham  Lincoln,"  an  essay  (special  value). 

Lowell,  James  Russell,  "Abraham  Lincoln,"  in  "My  Study  Win- 
dows," "Commemoration  Ode." 

"Essay  on  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  Gettysburg  Speech,"  in 
"Masterpieces  of  American  Literature." 

Andrews,  Mary  Raymond,  "The  Perfect  Tribute." 

"Lincoln's  Place  in  History,"  Century  Magazine,  Vol.  27. 

"Personal  Recollections  of  Lincoln,"  Noah  Brooks  in  Harper's 
Magazine,  Vol.  31.     See  also  the  Century  Magazine,  Vol.  35. 

"Glimpses  of  Lincoln  in  War  Time,"  Century,  Vol.  49. 

"The  Hand  of  Lincoln"  (poem),  E.  C.  Stedman  (1882)  in  In- 
dependent, December  10,  1908. 
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